



I awoke to the sound of shuffling feet and low voices just outside the tent I was sharing with Callia. It was still dark, though the light was beginning to turn that inky blue that meant dawn was on its way. I silently reached for my sword, which I had placed beside me when I went to sleep, and crept to the opening of the tent. Callia was nowhere to be seen.



Cautiously, I poked my head out. In the early morning light, I could see a group of people milling about, some talking in low voices, some packing up their things. It looked like they were getting ready to leave.



I ducked back into the tent and began to gather my own things. I had a bad feeling about this. Callia had been acting strange ever since we'd arrived at the camp, and I didn't trust her. I had a feeling she was going to betray me.



I finished packing as quietly as I could and crept out of the tent. No one noticed me as I made my way towards the edge of the camp. My heart was pounding in my chest and my palms were sweating, but I forced myself to stay calm.



I was almost to the edge of the camp when someone grabbed my arm. I yelped in surprise and spun around to see Callia standing there.



"Where do you think you're going?" she demanded.



I tried to pull away from her, but she held on tight. "I'm leaving," I said. "I don't trust you."



Callia scoffed. "And why would that be?" she asked. "I'm the one who brought you here."



"You've been acting strange ever since we arrived," I said. "I think you're going to betray me."



"And what if I am?" Callia asked. "What are you going to do about it?"



I didn't have an answer for that. I was outnumbered and outmatched. Even if I could fight my way out of the camp, I would never make it to the capital on my own.



"Come with us," Callia said. "You don't have to trust me, but you need to trust the cause."



I hesitated. I didn't want to go with her, but she was right. I didn't have a choice.



"Fine," I muttered. "But I'm keeping my eye on you."



Callia just laughed and began to lead me back towards the others. "You do that," she said.